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left, and mine claim patent owner Frank Brickwedel
have high hopes that the work now underway at the
old Monumental Mine near the Oregon border will
be a golden venture. Right, Brickwedel says
flooding in the shafts is a constant problem for the
underground miners.

Fever inspires miners
since 1870s at DN site

The Monumental Mine is not a new venture. It was first
incorporated by gold-feverish miners as the Monumental
Mines Company in 1874. It's likely the area was prospected
even before thal,

Monumental was worked heavily during the early part of
this century. The area had its own post office, hotel, feed
vard and several cabins. At least one lawyer had set up
practice there.

By 1906, the mine was a lively stop on the stage line from
Illinois Valley via the Gasquet Toll Road.

Stale geologists noted the mine in trips through Del Norte °
County in 1815, 1925 and 1933, Frank and Betty Brickwedel
have mining patenl records that document the growth of the
mine during that time.

Qver the large vertical shaft that Brickwedel and George
Ziegler excavaled in 1980 the old-timers had erected a hoist



